CHAP, ix]                    Wahhdbee Patients                          287

everyone suspected the pieacher to be engaged rather in
knotting his own purse-strings than in untying the plexus of a
doctrinal question. Winks and nods went round; and, when
the auditors were once out of the mosque, followed comments
and what laughter might be compatible with Nejdean decorum.
My friends enjoyed the joke heartily, and in conclusion pro-
mised to bring JAbd-el-Kereem by one means or another to our
house next day, while we agreed together on what should then
be said and done.

They kept promise, and in the following forenoon 7Abd-el-
Kereem appeared with an embarrassed look, and surrounded
by several companions, amongst whom were those of the pre-
ceding evening. After the preliminaries of courtesy, and con-
versation having reached the desired point, " 'Abd-el-Kereem,"
said I, " there can be no doubt that health and recovery come
from God alone, and small thanks to the doctor. In the same
manner, neither more nor less, I expect that God will give me
so much" (naming the stipulated sum) "by your instrumen-
tality, and when I have got it, small thanks to you also."
Every one laughed, and fell on our poor ex-Zelator, till he
became thoroughly ashamed of himself. He left the house with
promise of speedy payment, and before sunset his younger
brother had brought the money in question, thus preventing
further sarcasms. But 'Abd-el-Kereem never crossed our
threshold again.

I had a much more favourable specimen of the learned or
semi-learned class in a third patient of note, 'Abd-er-Rahman,
the MetowVaa' or chaplain of the palace. For years past he
had been subject to attacks of severe nervous headache, and he
was actually labouring under a paroxysm which confined him
to his room, and rendered him incapable of performing his
clerical functions. Djowhar, who already felt and acknow-
ledged an amelioration in his health, had by this time esta-
blished the good reputation of his doctor in the palace; and at
his suggestion the MetowVaa' sent for me, with a message of
uncommon urgency.

His apartments, directly opposite to those of Mahboob, were
spacious and well-furnished, and contained, among other articles,
about forty volumes, printed or manuscript, on various subjects;
a very fair library for Arabia. In spite of pain, he mustered,up